
  

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the April Smokebox 

Secretary’s Report – Chris Pretty 

Eaton Bray Hall 

Following the agreement reached at the AGM, I have advised the Hall organiser that we will hire the entire Hall for our 

meetings commencing with the 2nd April.  I can also report that since the A.G.M. I have managed to negotiate better terms 
than I expected the additional annual cost will be £287 rather than the figure I quoted at the A.G.M. which was between 
£300 and £400. 

Having made the commitment I do expect that we should make full use of the extra space by using Eaton Downs as well 
as Ridgmont at our meetings thereby increasing the running options for all members. 

It should go without saying that we expect full support of members to help with the build and breakdown of both layouts.  

All too often, it is the same small group of members left at the end of the day.  I do not think it unreasonable to expect 
members to either help with putting up at the beginning of the day or putting away at the end of the day, ideally both.  

Proposed BAGS Trip 

In the January Smokebox I had asked for suggestions for BAGs day out as a way of thanking members for the help and 
support throughout the year but in particular Steam in Beds.  As a result of this appeal several members have put forward 

ideas for the day.  To quote a few, a running day at the BMES Site at Haynes, a boat trip on the river with lunch, visit to a 
steam railway or a visit to botanical gardens, however I think the one that pushes all the buttons was a trip to the 
Bressingham Steam Museum.  Having checked the events calendar for 2017, I have found that on Saturday 12th August, 

they are holding their Garden Railway Show.  Group tickets are available that would cover entry to the Garden Railway 
Show and the other many facilities on site which includes steam rides on the narrow gauge railway and the gardens. 

The trip would include a coach to and from Bressingham and entry to the site for members and their partners.  This would 

represent a significant commitment by the club so until we have a firm idea how much support there is for the trip we can’t 
make a firm booking for the coach and entry tickets. 

The hire of the coach will be a fixed cost regardless of numbers, so it follows if we can’t make full use of the coach which 

has 55 seats the trip is not viable.  Would you please let me know ASAP if you would like to support the trip and whether 
you will be alone or bringing a partner.  I would stress unless we have almost a full coach the cost of hire will not be viable.  
The alternative will be to ask for a contribution to the cost of hire, the amount of which will depend on the take-up. 

Committee Appointment 

I am pleased to announce that John Kitchenman has agreed to become Membership Secretary.  John will be responsible 
for maintaining the membership records and ensuring they reflect up to date contact details including emails, telephone 

numbers, addresses and Association Membership Numbers.  I am sure you will give John your full co-operation in 
maintaining the records.   I should remind everyone that we maintain their details as required by the Data Protection Act.  
If anyone has any concerns please raise it with a Member of the Committee. 

Future Shows 

Andrew Neal will be taking St Genny's to the 4th Southwold Railway Show on Saturday 29th April. Anyone willing to 

support Andrew by running on St Genny’s should contact Andrew via his email a.neal686@btinternet.com.  Details of the 
show are as follows: 
 Venue:   St Edmunds Hall, 

   Cumberland Road, 
   Southwold, 
   Suffolk IP18 6JP. 
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Opening times: 10am - 5pm. 
 

Long standing members may be interested to learn that John Ridgeway, a former Beds Area Group member, is 

organising the event. 
 

Future Running Dates for Prayle Grove 

Carol has confirmed they will be at the April and May meetings. 

Eaton Downs News 

Alan Regan writes: 

Subject to the layout being erected at the April meeting, I will be fitted the buffer stops to the 45mm spurs.  These are 

two part, with the foot which sites between the track and a removable stop which screws onto the foot.  They are made 

of oak and are designed to stop stock rolling off the end of the spur.  They’re robust but may not resist a runaway loco 

travelling at speed.  The buffer removes so that the boards can still stack on top of one another.   

Group Meeting Dates – 2017 

2nd April 7th May  4th June 2nd July August No Meeting 

3rd September 1st October 5th November December No Meeting 

With Steam in Beds booked for Saturday 25th November 2017. 

Carol East has confirmed they will be bringing Prayle Grove to the April meeting; I will pass on further news regarding the 
rest of the year once I know. 

Wags Wharf at Pitstone Museum 

The Museum will reopen at Easter, listed below are the planned open days for 2017: 

 Easter Monday   17th April 

 Bank Holiday Monday  1st May    

 Bank Holiday Monday  29th May 

 Sunday    11th June 

 Sunday    9th July 

 Sunday    13th August 

 Bank Holiday Monday  28th August 

 Sunday    10th September 

 Sunday    8th October 

We would be pleased to see any BAGs Member at any of the above Open Days in 2017, apart from Wags Wharf there is a 

multitude of other exhibits you could easily make a whole day of it. 

Take a look at their web site at http://www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk/ 

Items for Sale 

There are no new items for this issue of Smokebox.  If you have any items which you wish to advertise to other BAG 

members through Smokebox, please send details in electronic format (Microsoft Word or Windows test file) to Alan Regan 

(alan-regan@talktalk.net) no later than Sunday 30th April. 
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